WLUML Sample letter
Your Excellency,

I/we call on you, the Honourable Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani, to do everything in your powers, as head of the Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran, to address our grave human rights concerns over the sentencing meted out to Mahboubeh Abbasgholizadeh, by the Iranian Revolutionary Court, for exercising her constitutional right to peaceful assembly. 

On 8 May 2010, the Revolutionary Court in Iran sentenced Ms. Abbasgholizadeh, 52, to two and a half (21/2) years in jail and thirty (30) lashes for ‘acts against national security through conspiracy and collusion intended to disrupt public security, disturbing public order and defiance against government officers.” According to her lawyer, Mohammad Mostafai, she was tried in absentia with the State knowing that his client was out of the country and could not properly represent herself in court. Ms. Abbasgholizadeh has twenty (20) days to lodge an appeal in the Court through her lawyer. 

I/we consider the sentencing of Ms. Abbasgholizadeh to 2 ½ years imprisonment to be harsh and the punishment by lashing to be cruel and degrading. In the first place, the basis of her arrest and of the thirty two (32) other WHRDs in 2007 was in direct contravention of Articles 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which the Islamic Republic of Iran has ratified without any reservations. The Islamic Republic of Iran is obliged to effectively apply the ICCPR in its national laws and in its justice system. 

Article 21 of the ICCPR guarantees that the right of peaceful assembly shall be recognised by the State. Article 22, on the other hand, guarantees that everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with others, including the right to form and join trade unions for the protection of his interests. 

Article 27 of the Constitution of Islamic Republic of Iran guarantees its citizens the freedom to assemble peacefully and yet the Iranian Penal Code contains a number of vaguely worded articles relating to “national security” which prohibit a range of activities that do not amount to recognizably criminal offences, including activities connected with journalism or public discourse. For instance, Articles 498 and 499 prohibit forming or joining a group or association, either inside or outside the country that seeks to “disturb the security of the country”. Article 500, which prohibits “propaganda against the state”, and Article 610, which outlaws “acting against national security”, are similarly vaguely worded. 

The punishment of lashing is a form of torture and is also a violation of Article 7 of the ICCPR which states that no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment It is also in contravention of Article 39 of the Constitution which bans all affronts to the dignity of detained or imprisoned persons. 

I/we also consider the trial held in absentia as inconsistent with Article 14 of the ICCPR, which provides that the accused shall be entitled to be tried in his/ her presence. 
Yours respectfully,

[name/organisation]
